CRITICISM   IN   A   MASS   SOCIETY

are always governed, and I hope willingly, by those
whom we believe to be expert; but our society has al-
ready reached a point in its development where the
expert can be recognized only by an educated judg-
ment. The standard demanded of the man in the street
(and outside our own special field, we are all men
in the street) rises with every generation.

This cannot be emphasized too strongly. In earlier
phases of social development a man could be a mem-
ber of a group (i.e., not, in our sense, an individual),
and yet be a person; he could be accessory to his posi-
tion because the latter was a real necessity, and by vir-
tue of being a necessity, could make him free. Today a
man has only two choices: he can be consciously pas-
sive or consciously active. He can accept deliberately
or reject deliberately, but he must decide because his
position in life is no longer a real necessity; he could be
different if he chose. The necessity that can make him
free is no longer his position as such, but the necessity
of choosing to accept or reject it. To be unconscious
is to be neither an individual nor a person, but a
mathematical integer in something called the Public
which has no real existence.

This is, alas, what only too often happens. We have
heard much in the last twenty years of the separation
of the modern artist from the crowd, of how modern
art is unintelligible to the average man, and it is com-
monly but falsely supposed that this is because the